
 
       

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF DOUGLAS COUNTY, KANSAS 
 
 

 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2011 
Convene at 6:35 p.m. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

(1) (a)  Consider approval of Commission Orders;  
 (b) Consider approval of Notice to the Township Board for Cereal Malt Beverage License for The 

Clinton Store, 598 N 1190 Rd.(Clerk’s Office);   
  (c) Consider approval of Notice to the Township Board for Cereal Malt Beverage Licenses Midland   

Farm Store, 1423 East 900 Rd. (Clerk’s Office);   
(d) Consider approval of agreement with KDOT for the treatment of noxious weeds on state rights-

of-way in 2012 and authorize the Chair to sign the agreement. (Keith Browning);  
(e) Consider approval of acquisition of right-of-way for three (3) drainage structures on County 

Route 460 (N600 Road) in the E200 mile (Michael Kelley);  
(f) Consider approval to waive the bidding process for the purchase of seven (7) digital ally 

DVM750 digital video mirrors and accessories in the amount of $31,220.00 for the Sheriff’s 
Office, with funds available in the Sheriff’s Office budget. (Ken McGovern) 

 
REGULAR AGENDA    

(2) Consider recommendations of Heritage Conservation Council for grant awards (Ken Grotewiel). 
 

(3) Other Business 
(a) Consider approval of Accounts Payable (if necessary) 
(b) Appointments:    
 Building Code Board of Appeals - vacancy 
 Lawrence-Douglas County Advocacy Council on Aging – vacancy 
 Douglas County Community Corrections Advisory Board - 12/2011 

 Douglas County Senior Services, Inc. Board of Directors - 12/2011 
 Jayhawk Area Agency on Aging Tri-County Advisory Council - vacancy 
 Fire/EMS District No. 1 - 12/2011  
(c) Public Comment  
(d) Miscellaneous   

 
(4) Adjourn 

 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2011 
11:30 a.m. – Appreciation Luncheon at Berry Plastics and tour of facilities located at 2330 Packer Road. (Two 
or more Commissioners may attend. No County business will be conducted.) 
 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2011 
-No Commission Meeting 
 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2011 
4:00 p.m. 
-Recognize Agamani Sen, P.E., Chief Design Engineer, for receiving the George C. Askew award from the 
Kansas Certified Public Manager program (Keith Browning) 
 
5:00 p.m. 
Meet with District Court Judges to discuss upcoming legislative issues. (Time is tentative, and place is yet to 
be determined)(Weinaug) 



 
 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2011 
6:35 p.m.-Kaw Valley Sand Dredging CUP- requesting the item to be remanded back to Lawrence-Douglas 
County Planning Commission (Sandy Day) 
 
 
 
Note: The Douglas County Commission meets regularly on Wednesdays at 4:00 P.M. for administrative items and 6:35 
P.M. for public items at the Douglas County Courthouse. Specific regular meeting dates that are not listed above have not 
been cancelled unless specifically noted on this schedule.  
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MEMO 
 
November 8, 2011 
 
TO:   Douglas County Commission 
 
FROM: Heritage Conservation Council  
 
RE: Grant Recommendations for the Natural and Cultural Heritage Grant Program 
 
The Heritage Conservation Council is recommending that 10 heritage conservation projects be funded in the 
2011 round of grant awards.  Under this recommendation, applicants would receive $297,500. 
 
The Commission created the Heritage Conservation Council to oversee heritage conservation efforts in Douglas 
County, including the Natural and Cultural Heritage Grant Program.  The purpose of the program is to fund 
heritage projects aimed at conserving the rich natural and cultural heritage of Douglas County.   
 
Of the $350,000 approved for heritage conservation, $297,500 for grants has been made available under 
program guidelines for 2011.  Applicants sought nearly $940,000 for 18 projects.   
 
Upon receipt of the applications in late September, Council members read, reviewed, and systematically 
evaluated all eighteen applications.  On October 20, three major grant applicants made presentations about 
their projects in person to the Council.  Then on October 27 and November 3, the Council met to make their 
recommendations.  As directed by the resolution that created the Council, all decisions were made using the 
consensus decision making model through facilitated discussions.  The level of consensus on the Council for its 
recommendations was, and is, very high.  All meetings of the Council were open to the public. 
 
The Heritage Conservation Council is recommending that ten projects be funded.  Two major projects would 
receive $192,500, one fully funded and one partially.  Eight target projects would receive $105,000 with a 
mixture of full and partial funding.     
 
The Heritage Conservation Council believes that its recommendations will truly further the conservation of our 
natural and cultural heritage in Douglas County.  The Council asks for the consideration and support of the 
Douglas County Commission for the Council’s grant recommendations.  
 
Information about each funded project follows below.  A summary of the grant applicants and the grant 
applications themselves can be found at http://www.douglas-county.com/depts/ad/ad_ncht.aspx 
 
 
 
  

http://www.douglas-county.com/depts/ad/ad_ncht.aspx
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I. MAJOR GRANTS  

 
1. Applicant:   Black Jack Battlefield Trust 

 Project Title:  Robert Hall Pearson Farmhouse Rehabilitation 

 Requested Amount:  $163,000  

 Award Amount:  $163,000 

 Project Description Summary:  
 

“This project is designed to document the history, architecture, and condition of  the Robert Hall Pearson House 

and to restore the 1890 modest National Folk style farmhouse to its original appearance, to preserve it by 

preventing its deterioration due to the elements and to pest and rodent infestations, and to ensure its structural 

stability by repairing/replacing termite-damaged structural components. The project includes commissioning 

preservation specialists to prepare a Historic Structures Report, and based on the prioritized recommendations 

included in that report, restoration will proceed. Rehabilitation work is expected to include repointing the 

foundation  and the chimney, repairing/replacing termite-damaged components, installing steps to the 

basement, removing 1970s addition, replacing missing windows, making windows operable, installing a heat 

source, replacing deteriorated flooring, and repairing/replacing damaged and missing plaster. Rehabilitation of 

the house will be prioritized based on the recommendations and up-to-date repair cost estimates included in 

the Historic Structures Report. 

 
Also included in this project is the production of a video which will allow for compliance with ADA requirements 

for accessibility. The video is intended to provide visual access to the house in lieu of interior alterations which 

will compromise the historic character and interpretation of the house.” 

 
Council supports full funding for project as outlined in grant application and supported by the Historic Structures 
Report.  
 

 
 
2.  Applicant:   Eudora Area Historical Society 

 Project Title:  Renovation of 720 and 722 Main Street and Development of  
    Eudora Community Museum 

 Requested Amount:  $180,000  

 Award Amount:  $29,500 

 Project Description Summary: 
 
“The historic buildings at 720 and 722 Main Street will be partly renovated to house the Eudora Community 

Museum and Eudora Area Historical Society.” 

 

To assist the applicant in moving forward, the Council supports partial funding to determine history of the 

structures and eligibility for the state register. Funding is also provided to hire an architect to formalize building 

utilization plans, assess conservation needs and prepare a historic structures rehabilitation plan. 
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II. TARGET GRANTS (Alphabetical Order) 

 
1. Applicant:   Clearfield Community Historical Society 

 Project Title:  With Restoration on Interior and Exterior, make Clearfield  
    School a Heritage Visitor’s Stop 

 Requested Amount:  $23,280  

 Award Amount:  $3,000 

 Project Description Summary: 
 
“Repair exterior walls and foundation. Remove honey bees and tree limbs too close to building. Restore 

electricity to the building. Make rudimentary meeting hall for community gatherings.” 

 

To assist the applicant in moving forward, Council supports partial funding to provide roof repair. 
 

 
 
2. Applicant:   Clinton Lake Historical Society 

 Project Title:  Museum Addition to Wakarusa River Valley Heritage Museum 

 Requested Amount:  $79,809.17 

 Award Amount:  $20,000 

 Project Description Summary: 
 
“The present Wakarusa River Valley Heritage Museum is located in a Ten Cow Barn (milk shed) on the historical 

Colonel J.C. Steele property. The Museum collection is expansive, displaying the cultural and agricultural history 

of the Wakarusa Valley. Presently, storage of the collection is very limited and the need for an addition to the 

Museum is necessary.” 

 

To assist the applicant in moving forward, the Council supports partial funding to hire a museum consultant to 

prepare a collection management report and interpretative plan for the museum.   

 

 
 
3. Applicant:   Douglas County Master Gardeners 

 Project Title:  Heritage Trees of Douglas County, Kansas 

 Requested Amount:  $2,700  

 Award Amount:  $2,700 

 Project Description Summary: 
 

“Heritage Trees of Douglas County is a project to educate Douglas County residents and visitors about the 

cultural heritage of significant and historical trees, and to protect and conserve those trees.” 

 

Council fully supports project as outlined in grant application. 
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4. Applicant:   Eudora Area Historical Society 

 Project Title:  Signage for Historic Buildings on Main Street 

 Requested Amount:  $3,000  

 Award Amount:  $3,000 

 Project Description Summary: 
 
“Ten of the most historic buildings along Main Street in Eudora, with consent of the property owner, will have 

signs created detailing the history of that building and placed on the front for public viewing.” 

 
Council fully supports project as outlined in grant application. 

 

 
 
5. Applicant:   Kansas Land Trust, Inc. 

 Project Title:  Hamilton Conservation Easement 

 Requested Amount:  $32,818  

 Award Amount:  $22,300 

 Project Description Summary: 
 
“Lois Hamilton will donate a 276-acre conservation easement to the Kansas Land Trust to protect as prime 

farmland into perpetuity approximately 200 acres of class II soils, additional farmland, and a wooded River 

riparian buffer.” 

 
Council supports partial funding to cover the Conservation Easement Due Diligence and Closing Costs and partial 

funding for the KLT Stewardship Fund Costs.  

 

 
 
6. Applicant:   Lawrence Preservation Alliance 

 Project Title:  Protecting Cultural Heritage through Listing on the National  
    Register of Historic Places 

 Requested Amount:  $10,000  

 Award Amount:  $  9,000 

 Project Description Summary: 
 
“We seek to protect cultural resources by working with partners to add three important properties to the 

National Register and/or conduct extensive historical research to increase our understanding of the significance 

of all three properties. If funded, we will also create and present public education programs on the benefits and 

process of such Registration to further the impact of this project.” 

 

Council supports project as outlined in grant application for national register nominations for B'nai Israel 
Cemetery, Robinson Oakridge Farm Barn, and 707 Main Street, Eudora, KS. 
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7. Applicant:   Lecompton Historical Society 

 Project Title:  Relocation of 1892 Lecompton City Jail 

 Requested Amount:  $58,400  

 Award Amount:  $15,000 

 Project Description Summary: 
 
“Relocation of 1892 Lecompton City Jail from private property, owned by Tom and Carla Myer, 314 Isacks Street, 

Lecompton, Kansas, approximately 50 yards, across the alley to property owned by the Lecompton Historical 

Society which is adjacent to Constitution Hall, a National Landmark and Kansas State Historical Site.” 

 
Council supports partial funding to explore options to preserve the Lecompton City Jail without moving the 

structure as outlined in the application.  Funds are provided to 1) enter into a one year contract with the 

property owner on which the jail sits to not demolish the jail 2) explore possibilities for permanent access to the 

building, including a permanent easement, and 3) make any repairs to keep the jail from deteriorating further 

while the above options are explored.  Funding is not to be used for relocation.   

 

 
 
8. Applicant:   Vinland Preservation LLC 

 Project Title:  Vinland Presbyterian Church building, Exterior Preservation 

 Requested Amount:  $34,810  

 Award Amount:  $30,000 

 Project Description Summary: 
 
“Preservation of Steeple and West Side of Vinland Presbyterian Church, Vinland (southern Douglas County)” 

 

Council supports project as outlined in grant application. 
 




