Candidate Withdrawals

A candidate who has filed for any office may withdraw before the candidate filing deadline by submitting a notarized written
statement of withdrawal. [KSA 25-306a] After the filing deadline and after the primary, a candidate for national, state,
county or township office who does not wish to be a candidate may only withdraw from nomination if:

(1) the nominee certifies to the secretary of state of a severe medical hardship on the nominee or nominee’s
immediate family. The nominee shall send the secretary of state a certification of the severe medical hardship signed by a
medical doctor; or

(2) the nominee certifies to the secretary of state that the nominee does not reside in the state of Kansas. [KSA 25-
306b(b)]

Candidate withdrawals create vacancies in candidacies, which in the case of party candidacies are filled by party district
convention. [KSA 25-3904, 25-3904a] There is no provision in law for replacing independent candidates if they withdraw.
Likewise, there is no provision in law for replacing candidates in nonpartisan races.
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